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May 18, 2021 
 
Emily Gibson 
Director of Planning & GIS Services 
Montgomery County 
755 Roanoke Street, Suite 2A 
Christiansburg, VA 24073 
 
RE: Riverbend Nursery Rezoning 
 Balzer Job #24200050.00 
 
Dear Emily,  
 
The following letter shall accompany the above referenced rezoning request by Riverbend Nursery 
for their Childress Road property.    

The property described in the Rezoning application is located northwest of the intersection of 
Childress Road and Sassafrass Road, is approximately 40.42 acres in size and is designated as Tax 
Parcel ID#025566.  The property is currently zoned RR Rural Residential, and the request is to 
downzone the parcel to A1 Agriculture.  In 2007, the previous property owners, James and Rebecca 
Thornton, received approval from the Montgomery County Board of Supervisors to rezone the 
subject property from A1 to RR for the development of a single-family subdivision.    However, that 
proposed subdivision was never constructed and the property remained vacant.  In 2014, Riverbend 
Nursery purchased the property and began work on the current growing operation that occupies 
the site today.  The site and all the surrounding areas are shown as Rural on the Future Land Use 
Map of the Montgomery County Comprehensive plan which supports the rezoning to an Agriculture 
designation.     

Riverbend Nursery has been in operation and part of our community for over 30 years.  Riverbend 
Nursery LLC is wholesale producer of high-quality annuals, perennials, flowering nursery stock, 
herbs, and vegetables serving independent garden centers, landscapers, and resorts from New 
Jersey to Alabama to Kentucky.  Riverbend GreenRoofs is a supplier of LiveRoof modules used in the 
green roofing industry, servicing New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, 
Washington DC, and the Carolinas.  These products are used extensively for storm water 
management, providing green spaces with aesthetic value, and energy savings on rooftops 
throughout the US, additionally we provide Green Roof maintenance in the greater DC metro area 
to further protect the investment into green roofing.   

In 2020 Riverbend Nursery LLC started a branding program called Blue Ridge Grown to help market 
their herb and vegetable products as well as the beauty of the area we call home.  During the early 
stages of the pandemic, they saw a shortcoming in food security locally and as a company they 
raised over $3000 for local food banks.  This experience inspired them to do more, and they now 
have expanded Blue Ridge Grown with our Plant a Better Tomorrow campaign.  Riverbend Nursery 
is donating $.15 for every Blue Ridge Grown Plant a Better Tomorrow plant sold to food security 
charities in the region the plant was purchased.  For every tray of 18 plants = one food security 
meal.  They estimate that Riverbend will donate $30,000 to regional food security charities in 
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2021.  Many of their independent garden centers are also making donations which will enable them 
to grow this program further.  They plan to partner this program with other growers and retailers 
throughout the US to make an impact nationwide. 

Riverbend currently employs 75 people fulltime and another 65 on a seasonal basis from March-
December.  Their starting wage for nursery labor is currently $12.00/hour and the average rate per 
hour of a nursery worker at Riverbend is $15.25/hour.  One of their goals is to ensure a living wage 
for our employees.  Their research shows for a two-adult household with both members working 
the living wage is $11.11 in Floyd County and $11.98 in Montgomery County.  We also offer bonuses 
and productivity incentives that come to $.50-$1.50/hour across the season.  Additionally, 
Riverbend Nursery LLC provides salaried managerial jobs for more than two dozen people in our 
area.   

Riverbend Nursery is clearly a longstanding and valued member of our community and we hope 
Montgomery County Staff, the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors are supportive 
of the rezoning request. 

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
BALZER AND ASSOCIATES, INC. 
 
 
 
Steven M. Semones 
Executive Vice President 
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